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Launch of the OECD Report: 
Resilience of Students with an 
Immigrant Background: Factors that 
Shape Well-Being, Brussels 

On 19 March, the OECD Chief of Staff and 
Sherpa, Gabriela Ramos, visited Brussels to 
launch the report Resilience of Students with 
an Immigrant Background: Factors that 
Shape Well-Being with the European 
Commission and meet high-level officials. 
Highlighting the main findings of the report, 
Ms Ramos stated that children with 
immigrant backgrounds were more likely to 
do badly at school, have a weak sense of 
belonging at school, low satisfaction with 
life, and high schoolwork-related anxiety 
compared to native students. On the other 
hand however, many students with an 
immigrant background had higher 
motivation to do well at school. On average, 
among OECD countries 70% of immigrant 
students reported high levels of motivation 
to achieve; 41% expected to obtain a tertiary 
degree; and 79% expected to work in a 
managerial or professional occupation. In 
addition, she outlined the main barriers for 
migrant children, including: language, the 
age at which they arrive in the country, and 
their socio-economic status. Lastly, Ms 
Ramos stressed that education systems, 
schools and teachers could play a significant 
role in helping students with an immigrant 
background integrate into their 
communities, overcome adversity and build 
their academic, social, emotional and 
motivational resilience. 

Launch of the OECD Report on 
Private Philanthropy for 
Development 2018, Paris 

On 23 March, Ms Ramos launched the 2018 
OECD Report on Private Philanthropy for 
Development to an audience of foundations 
and NGOs in Paris. She stressed that this 
work is very encouraging as it uses, for the 
first time, global comparable data to analyse 
how private foundations are supporting 
development.   

Laureates and Leaders Summit 2018, 
26 March, Black Sea 

 
On 26 March, Ms Ramos travelled to 
Amman, in Jordan, to attend the 2nd 
Laureates and Leaders for Children Summit 
2018 organised by the Satyarthi Foundation. 
The 2018 Summit brought together Nobel 
Laureates and World Leaders with youth 
from around the world to deliberate and 
develop a plan of action to address the 
challenges faced by ‘children on the move’. 
Ms Ramos delivered remarks at the plenary 
session “Building a safe, educated and 
healthy childhood”. She highlighted that 
child well-being has been a central pillar of 
the OECD’s work for decades adding that the 
OECD’s children strategy makes up a key 
element of the Organisation’s work on 
Inclusive Growth. Ms Ramos stressed that, 
child migrants – one of society’s most 
vulnerable groups – face a number of 
challenges, including access to safe water, 
sanitation and food; barriers for their 
enrolment at school; and child slavery. In 
order to address these challenges, Ms Ramos 
underlined the need for better data, better 
integration, and improved access to 
education policies as well as better tools to 
measure the effectiveness of these policies. 
Lastly, Ms Ramos underlined that in 
November 2017, the OECD launched the 
Child Well-Being Data Portal which contains 
50 indicators covering children’s home and 
family environment, health and safety, 
education, activities and life satisfaction.  
 
While in Jordan, Ms Ramos also held a 
number of bilateral meetings with high-level 
officials including Kailash Satyarthi; the 
Minister of Woman and Child Development 
of India, Ms Maneka Sanjay Gandhi and the 
Education Minister of Jordan, Dr. Omar 
Ahmad Muneef Al-Razzaz.   

2018 G7 Employment and Innovation 
Ministerial, 27-28 March, Montreal 

   

On 27-28 March, Ms Ramos led the OECD 
delegation to the 2018 G7 Employment and 
Innovation Ministerial Meeting “Preparing 
for Jobs of the Future” (Chairs’ Summary) 
which took place in Montreal. Ms Ramos 
delivered remarks at the session “Impact of 
Transformative Technologies on the Labour 
Market” where she stated that according to 
OECD data, around 14% of jobs are at high 
risk of automation and a further 30% may 
experience significant changes in the next 15-
20 years. She also stressed the need for 
governments to address the digital gender 
divide and to put in place whole-of-
government plans in order to create strong 
framework conditions which will help 
accelerate technology adoption and diffusion 
as well as skills policies.  

2018 OECD Global Anti-Corruption 
and Integrity Forum, Paris  

On 28 March, during the OECD Global Anti-
Corruption and Integrity Forum, Ms Ramos 
moderated a Leaders' Panel with the Prime 
Ministers of Iceland and Norway, the Vice 
Presidents of Argentina and the European 
Commission, and the Chair of Transparency 
International. She explained that in recent 
years, the perception of a large number of 
corruption cases and a lack of integrity had 
severely damaged trust in institutions, which 
reached a record low of 42% in OECD 
countries in 2016. She highlighted that the 
OECD integrity week was the place to go for 
actors committed to tackling corruption and 
added that over the past fifty years the 
OECD had developed over 400 integrity 
instruments and would continue to focus its 
work on promoting integrity in government, 
business and society.   
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